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Jon XVI. 2. 


They ſhall put you out of the þ na- 
gogues; yea, the time cometh that 
whoſoever killeth you will think 


ar * doerh God ſervice. 
HE s E words may be con- 


ſidered as a prophecy, or as a 
caution. As a prophecy _ 
have been dreadfully fulfilled, 
Ib perſecutors in all ages; in 
defiance of * caution contained in them. 
As a caution, they are entered againſt the 
moſt plauſible pretence for perſecution in 
the world; vis. thinking they do God ſer- 
vice. For if any thing in the world could 
ſanctify fo wicked a thing as perſecution, it 
would be the thinking to do God ſervice 
thereby. But this caution is added here, to 
prevent any man's thinking fo. _ 

I uam ſorry it has had fo little effect: fo 
little, that men have rather ſeemed intent 
upon fulfilling the * than n 
the 
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the caution; as if they concluded, that &/- 


ling men, if it was not indeed ſerving God, 


yet it was ſerving the church, and that 


would content them as well : or elſe, might 
one not have expected that theſe words of 


Chriſt ſhould have prevented a great deal 
of miſchief that has been done in the world ? 
Are they not ſpoken with an air of indig- 
nation, at ſo unnatural a conceit, and ſo 
vile a practice ? A practice declared here, 


by Chriſt, to proceed from ignorance of 
God and Chriſt, ver. 3. And theſe things 
ill they do unto you, becauſe they have — 


known the Father nor Me. g. d. They 
« know nothing of the goodneſs of the 


« Father, or the grace of the Son. If they 


« knew God, they would know, that he 
« defireth not the death of a finner, but ra- 
ce ther that he would turn and live. If they 
ce knew Chriſt, they would know, that the 


« Son of man came not into the world fo de- 


& troy mens lives, but to ſave. If they 
« knew any thing of natural or revealed 
« religion, they would know, that both 
* concur in that golden rule, of doing to 
« others as we would be done unto.” 


But inſtead of that, theſe ſons of violence 


have all along acted, as if Chriſt had faid--- 
Theſe things they will do, becauſe J have 
given them commiſſion ſo to do; as if they 


had a commiſſion for doing that. which, 


Chriſt ſays, _ will do, becauſe they 
| know 


"T3 


Abo not the Father nor him. It * 
then, that 

Perſecution proceeds 1 an ignorance 
of God and religion.“ Ignorance and cru- 
elty go together, and are a ſupport to each 
other; they are the dark places of the earth, 
that are full of the habitations of cruelty, | 
and will be cruel, as long as they remain 

dark; and are kept dark, that they may 
continue cruel, IIl- nature, intereſt, love 
of plunder, or of dominion, have their 
ſhare in the buſineſs of perſecution, no 
doubt; but ignorant zeal will go a great 
way in it, where there is not ſo much ma- 
lignity; as will appear in two inſtances 1 
will preſent you with. | 

The one is of Saul, Acts xxvi. 9. I ve- 
rily thought that I ought to do many things, 
contrary to the name of Feſus of Nazareth. 
Whach things J alſo did at Feruſalem: many 
of the n T ſhut up in priſon, having au- 
thority from the chief prieſts : and when they 
were put to death I gave my voice againſt 
them; and I puniſhed them in every ſyna- 
gogue, and compelled them to blaſpheme : and 
being extremely MAD againſt them, I perſe- 
cuted them to ſtrange cities. He calls it 
MADNESS here, and imputes it to ignorance 
elſewhere, 1 Tim. i. 13. T1 did it ignorantly 
=---1 was injurious, and a perſecutor. Paul 


the 


* Pſalm liii. 1. Hawe the workers of iniquity no knows 
| tage who cat up my people as they eat bread , 


1 
the Chriſtian condemns what was done by 
Saul the Jew, and owns it was zgjurious; 
notwithſtanding he verily thought he ought 
fo do many ſuch things, and rotwithſtand- 
ing his authority from the high-prieft.----- 
How far ignorance will excuſe, and whe- 
1 ther a man acts from ignorance or maligni- 
EE: ty, God 1s the judge. 
b The other inſtance is Luther : in the 
days of his ignorance he owns himſelf a 
mad perſecutor. ---- In the preface to his 
Works he ſays, Above all things J requeſ? 
3 the pious reader, and beſeech him, for the 
Tord Feſus Chrift's s ſake, that be read my 
Boobs with judgment, and with much pity ; 
and let him remember that I was once a 
Monk, and a mad Papiſt. And when I firſt 
undertook this cauſe, I was ſo drunk, and 
drowned, with the Popiſh dofirine, that 1 1 
was ready, if I could, to have KILLED ALL ÞÞ 1 
MEN, or to have affifted others in doing ſo, U. 
who withdrew their obedi ence from the Pope © 
but in one ſyllable. * 
Too much of the principles and ſpirit of 
| + EEE came over with the Reformers 
themſelves: 
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Dominum noſtrum Jeſum Chriſtum, ut iſta legat cum ju- | 
dicio, imo cum multa miſeratione; & ſciat me fuiſſe ali- 
quando Monachum, & Papiſtam inſaniſſimum; cum iſtam 

cauſam aggreſſus ſum ita ebrium, imo ſubmerſum in dog- 
matibus Papz, ut paratiſſimus fuerim, omnes, ſi potuiſſem, 
occidere, aut occidentibus co-operari & conſentire, qui 
Papz vel una ſyllaba obedientiam detraRarent. - * 
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themſelves: * nor 3 that leaven preſently 
be worked out. Luther was againſt put- 


ting falſe teachers to death, afterward; but 
be was for almoſt all other puniſhments 
the magiſtrate could inflict. Calvin was a 
man of excellent learning, piety, and parts; 

the Reformation owed a great deal to his 
diligence, courage, and fine pen: but he 


wrote a treatiſe of the lawſulneſs of putting 


hereticks to death; and made the beſt de- 
tence he could for the hand he had in an 
inſtance of that nature. Beza was a diſci- 
ple of Calvin, and grew up to be as great 
a man. He wrote in defence of perſecu- 
tion, a treatiſe, which the Papiſts knew 


how to make their advantage of, to the 


running down of many a poor ſufferer, * 


Henry the Eighth, who had fo great a hand 


in ſhaking off the Roman yoke, put men 
to death for opinions. Edward the Sixth 
was over- perſuaded by Cranmer to commit 
{ome to the flames. -It is pity ſuch lovely 


names as Edward the Sixth, and Cranmer, 


ſhould be mentioned to any diſadvantage, 
in the ſame line with perſecution and blood. 
The ſeverities in Queen E/izabett's reigns, 
for the fake of unitormity in ſervice and 
ſentiments, were a great blemiſh to the 
Froteftant name. And if we trace this 
matter farther downwards, we ſhall find 
_ *** kreaſon 


" Inter Bezæ TraQat. Theolog, Impr. 1570. De Hæ. 
reticis à magiſiratu — 


184 
reaſon to own, that all parties and denomi- 
nations, in their turn, have had a notion 
of ſerving God by doing miſchief to men, 
men who did not know ſo much, or could 
not believe as they pleaſed, or would not 
lye, in profeſſing to believe what they did 
not. The proceedings of ſtar-chamber, 
high-commiſſion, and ſpiritual courts, do 
abundantly ſhew, that the ſpirit of the 


church, and the ſpirit of Chriſt, are not 
always the ſame. We hereby ſee the power 


of prepoſſeſſion, and rooted opinion, that 
with a Proteſtant people it ſhould require 


almoſt 200 years to get rid of ſo wicked a 


principle, and practice, as that of perſecu- 
tion; which is here declared to proceed 


from ignorance of God and Chriſt, and 


elſewhere, from malignity and hatred of 


goodneſs; is made the mark of antichriſt, 
or of a falſe church. 

The perſecution and cruelty of this falſe 
church being my part to conſider, I ſhall 


give you the zotion of perſecution in gene- 


ral; and make good the charge of it upon 


the Romiſh church, from their principles, 
prattices, and ſpirit; and then cloſe with 
ſome remarks, 


I. I am to ſtate the notion of perſecution 

In general. 
My notion of perſecution is this---When 

a man is hurt in any of his civil rights, 


without 
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without any civil forfeiture or crime, mere- 
ly on account of the faith he believes, or 
the worſhip he practiſes; when that faith 
and worſhip have nothing in them incon- 
fiſtent with the civil intereſts of the com- 
munity, and the peace of the publick ; and 
the man is able and ready to give all I:gal 
ſecurity to the government for the publick 
ace. 


The uſe of force, or of pains and pe- 


nalties, againſt ſuch perſons, merely on ac- 
count of their religious opinions, by which 
opinions the civil intereſts of the ſociety are 
no ways affected; and the man in all other 
reſpects a good ſubject; this is perſecution. 
And this is the caſe of poor Proteſtant ſuf- 


ferers; who have nothing in the principles 


of their religion that ſhould hinder them 
from being good ſubjects, where-eyer their 


lot is caſt, But can this be pleaded for Pa- 


piſts? thoſe; at leaſt, of them, who avow 
the depoſing power and perſecuting princi= 
ples; or refuſe to renounce them; in ſuch 
manner as a Proteſtant ſtate may depend 
on, if there be any ſuch manner to be 
found out. The breach of the civil peace 


_ deſerves. the animadverſion of the civil 
power, from whatſoever it proceeds. It's 


all one to the magiſtrate, whether ſuch 
breach of the peace proceeds from a miſta- 
ken conſcience, or from none at all. His 


buſineſs is to keep the peace, hat under him 
: on LE Wwe 
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we may live peaceable and quiet lives in all 
godlineſs ; and conſequently, he 1s to pro- 
tect every man's liberty of conſcience, a- 
mong other parts of his office; and be a 
terror to thoſe evil doers who would take a- 
way that liberty, where that liberty has no 


ill effect at all upon the publick peace. A 


liberty, to which we have a natural right, 


as men, and reaſonable creatures ; a divine 


right, as Chriſtians; and a civil right, as 
Engliſhmen ; ſo long as none of theſe rights 
are forteited by any opinions, or practices, 
Inconſiſtent with the common enjoyment 
of the ſame rights. 


II. I am to make good the charge of 


perſecution upon the church of Rome. 
This may ſeem a very needleſs underta- 
king; as going about to prove what every 
body knows; what is hardly denied by Pa- 
piſts themſelves ; unleſs when they have a 
proſelyte under management, Who has 


more faith in the prieſts than in the hiſtory 


of all ages; then, the miſſionary may ven- 


ture to ſay, that the ſtories of Popiſh cru- 


elties are all Proteſtant lies. And yet, 
They know where to find thoſe decrees 


of councils, thoſe canons and conſtitutions 


of churches, that enjoin upon princes the 


perſecution of their Proteſtant ſubjects un- 


der the ſevereſt penalties. They know that 
to avoid theſe penalties, Popiſh princes have 


an 
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in all ages exerciſed barbarous cruelties up- 
on their Proteſtant fubjects. They know 


that their 4i/bops at their conſecration are 


ſworn, that they will perſecute hereticks to 
the utmoſt of their power.* They know 
that if princes are remiſs in the affairs of 
extirpating ſuch as the church condemns, 


whether that remiſſneſs be from pity, or any 
remainders of humanity, not quite extin- 


guiſhed by that inhuman religion, they are 
to be excommunicated; and if they perſiſt 


in their merciful diſpoſition, they are to be 
depoſed, and their ſubjects to be abſolved 


from their oath of allegiance, and their do- 


minions diſpoſed of to others, more zealous, 

and more deſerving. | 
Thus all poſſible ways are taken to en- 

gage all ſorts of people into their perſecu- 


ting meaſures; clergy, laity, princes and 


ſubjects; and therefore thoſe bloody things 


that have been done by them are not ſo 
much the exceſſes of particular perſons, or 


the ſudden tranſports of provocation, nor 


the effect of oppreſſion, that ſometimes 
makes a wiſe man mad; but the natural ef- 
fect of their eſtabliſh'd doctrines, the brin- 
crples of their religion, and practice upon 
thoſe principles: the Hpirit of Popery it- 
— being cruelty and tyranny 3 of ſuch a 


2 „„ nat. 


* Pontificale Roman. edit. Antwerp. A. D. 1626. One 


part of the oath is, Hæreticos ſchiſmaticos aut rebelles eidem 


Domino noſtro wel ſuccęſſoribus predicts, pro pafſe perſequar S 
impugnabs. 
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not mended yet, ſo I do not ſee how it ever 


time will allow. 

$ 1. Perſecution of men whoſe con- 
4 Ba cannot comply with their doctrine 
and worſhip, let them be never ſo good 
ſubjects in all other reſpects, is among the 
Princi ples of their religion. 

It is not only permitted, as what may bo 
done, but commanded, as what ought to be 
done. Not only commanded, but inforced 
by the ſevereſt penalties ; and encouraged 
by the greateſt privileges. It is a ſpeci- 
men only that I can lay before you, * and 
for a taſte,---In the fifth council of 7 oledo, 
Can. 3. the holy fathers ſay, 

We the holy council promulge this en- 
tence, or decree pleaſing to God, That who- 
ſeever hereafter ſhall ſucceed to the king- 
dom, fhall not mount the throne till he has 
fivorn among other oaths, to permit no man to 
live in his kingdom who is not a Catholic. 
(NULLUM NON CATHOLICUM.) And if 
after he has taken the reins of government, 


exethema meranatha in the fight of the 
| eternal 


Vi * They who have a mind, may ſee a large collection of 
1 decrees of councils, canons and conſtitutions of churches, 
EL royal edits, imperial mandates, and Popes bulls for the 
| | extirpating of hereticks ; in a book intitled A4 diſcourſe 


concerning the laaus ecclefraftical and civil made agar os 
ks, &c. Reprinted } in the uu 1723. | | 
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nature, and ſo circumſtanced, that, as it is 


can be. Of each of theſe a little, as our 


he hall. violate this promiſe, let him be 
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eternal Ged, and become fuel of the a 


fire, (PABULUM IGNIS AETERNI)* 
The council of Lateran under Pope 


Vunocent III. They fay, We excommunicate, 


and ea, all herefy, condemning all. 
hereticks, by what names ſoruer they are 
called. And. if that were all, thoſe would 
nat be much. frighted, at being turned out: F 
af a wicked xo who ſee it their duty to 
come out from amangſi them. Rev. xviii. 4. 
But it follows--The/e being condemned, muſt 


be left to the ſecular power hs be puniſbed. 
And theſe who are only. fu efpetted. F hereſy, 


if they purge not themſelves in the appointed 
way, are to be excommumcated:;. and if with- 
in a year ſatisfattion is not given, they are 
te be condemned as hereticks. ------By the 
{ame council it is: ordained, 3 ſe- 
cular. powers-ſhall be admoniſhed, and in- 
duced, and if need be ſhall. be compelled, 
by: church cenſures, let them be of what 
office ſoever (cijuſcungue offictr,) as they 
wauld be counted believers, ſo for the de- 
fence of the faith, they muſt take this oath 
==efþat they will endeavour, bona fide, and 
with all their might, to exterminate ' from 
every part f their dominions all heretical 
ſubjects, univerſally, that are mark'd out 
za them b by the church, So that from this 

time 


* Caranza Sum. wa p. 404. 

+ Cap. 3. De hæreticis, Caranza, p. 602. Abe 
Sladio feriantur, & uſque ad ſatisfactionem condignam ab. 
omnibus evitentur. 
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time forward, when any one is promoted to 


any power ſpiritual or temporal, he ſhall 


be obliged to confirm this. — But if any tem- 
oral lord, being required and admoniſhed 


by . the church, ſhall negleff to purge his 
land from this heretical bine. he ſhall 
be tied up in the band of excommuntca- 
tion by the metropolitan and his comprovin- 


cial biſhops. --- And if he ſhould —_— fo 


make Lee acki within a year, it ſbould 
be ſignified to the Pope, that he 1857 from 
that time pronounce the ſubjects abſolved 
| from allegiance to him, and expoſe his ter- 


ritories to be ſeized on by cathalicks, wha 


expelling hereticks ſhall poſe eſs them without 


contradiction.* 


Vou ſee the penalties for not perſecuting 
Proteſtants when it is in their power; de- 
poſition, . and loſs of their territories, in 


this life ; and hell-fire in the next. 


Let us now take notice of the privileges | 
granted to thoſe who do labour in this 


bleſſed 


Cap. 3. Moneantur autem & n & ſi 1 b 
fuerit compellantur, ſæculares Poteſtates, cujuſcungue officit 3 


etiam ſicut reputari cupiunt & haberi fideles - ſubjectos uni- 


verſos hæreticos ab eccleſia denotatos, bona fide, pro wiribus 


exterminare ſtudeant.--- 

Si vero dominus temporalisrequiſitus, & monitus ab eccle- 
na, terram ſuam purgare neglexerit ab hac hæretica fœdi- 
tate, per metropolitanum & comprovinciales epiſcopos ex- 


communicationis vinculb innodetur. Et ſi ſatisfacere con- 


tempſerit infra annum, ſignificetur hoc ſummo pontifici, 
ut ex tunc ipſe vaſallos ab ejus fidelitate denunciet abſolutos, 


et terram exponat catholicis occupandam, qui ea My Cxtermi- 


natis hæreticis, A ne ulla contradictione poſſidcant, 


. —_c ,,, ˖ 


1 

bleſſed work of extirpation.---In the ſame 
chapter it is added: But catholicks, who 
having taken the badge of the croſs, ſhall. 
et themſelves to extirpate hereticks, ſhall en 
joy the ſame indulgence, and be fortified 
with the ſame privilege, as is granted to 
thoſe who go to the recovery of the holy 
land.* 

And elſewhere I find a releaſe from He- 
nances promiſed, and a greater degree of 


everlaſting happineſs than others may expect. 


Such penalties upon the negle& of ex- 
tirminating hereticks, and ſuch rewards 
promiſed for doing it! Is there a religion 
under the cope of heaven ſo calculated for 
ſpoil, and ruin, and general deſtruction of 
peace on earth, and aud n Il fo men, as 


this? 


Since it appears to be a principle of the 


Romiſh church, that hereticks are to be 


deſtroyed, it's time to enquire who are here- 
ticks in their account. have enquired---- 
and find, that all they who neglect the 
authority of the church, meaning their own 


church for ever; f all who obſtinately de- 


fend 


« Concil, Lateran. C. 3. De orivilegiis conceſſis catho- 
licis qui hæreticorum exterminio inſiſtunt. 


N. B. This Lateran council abs fully Hab. ;fped by that _ 


Trent, and the decrees of it are now in * force at 
Rome. 


Dr. BrovcuroN, in his Great Apoſtaey, 
publiſhed in the year 17 17. 


4 Catechiſ. ad Parochos ex Decret. Concil, Trident. 
pi V. Pont. Max. Lugd. 1676. 
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time forward, when any one is promoted 50 


any power ſpiritual or temporal, he ſhall 
be obliged to confirm this. But if any tem- 


| foral lord, being required and admoniſbed 
Ty the church, ſhall _ to purge his 


land from this heretical  filthineſs, he 2 all 
be tied up in the band of excommunica- 
tion by the metropolitan and his comprovin-' 


oial biſhops. --- And if he ſhould neglect to 


make ſatigfaction within a year, it ſhould 


be fignified to the Pope, that he 1855 from 


that time pronounce the ſubjects abfolved 


from allegiance to him, and expoſe bis ter- 


ritories to be ſeized on by cathalicks, who 


expelling — cls ſhall poſſe eſs them 107 ithout- 


contradiction.* 


Vou ſee the penalties for not perſecuting . 
Proteſtants when it is in their power; de- 
poſition, and loſs of their territories; in 
this life; and hell- fire in the next. 

Let us now take notice of the privileges 
granted to toſs who do labour in this 


bleſſed 


* Cap. 3. Moneantur autem & ene & ſi neceſſe 
fuerit compellantur, ſæculares Poteſtates, cujuſcungue officii 3 
etiam ſicut reputari cupiunt & haberi fideles---ſubje&tos' uni- 
verſos hæreticos ab eccleſia denotatos, bona fide, pro viribus 
exterminare ſtudeant. — 


Si vero dominus temporalis requiſitus, & monitus ab eccle- 


na, terram ſuam purgare neglexerit ab hac hæretica fœdi- 
tate, per metropolitanum & comprovinciales epiſcopos eæ- 
communicationis vinculo innodetur. Et ſi ſatisfacere con- 
tempſerit infra annum, ſignificetur hoc ſummo pontifici, 
ut ex tunc ipſe vaſallos ab ejus fidelitate denunciet abſolutos, 


ws 


et terram exponat catholicis occupandam, qui eam, extermi- 


ratis hereticis, ſine ulla contradictione pofedcant. 


IS 

bleſſed wotk of SIP A In the fams 
chapter it is added: But catholichs, who 
having taken the badge of the croſs, ſhall 
fet themſelves to extirpate hereticks, ſhall en- 
foy the ſame indulgence, and be fortified 
with the ſame privilege, as is granted to 
thoſe who go to the recovery of the holy 
land.* 

And elſewhere I God a releaſe from He- 
nances promiſed, and a greater degree of 
everlaſiing happineſs than others may expect. 


----Such penalties upon the neglect of ex- 


tirminating hereticks, and ſuch rewards 
promiſed for doing it! Is there a religion 
under the cope of heaven ſo calculated for 
ſpoil, and ruin, and general deſtruction of 
peace on earth, and aims Il to men, as 

this? 
Since it appears to be a pen of the 
Romiſh church, that hereticks are to be 
deſtroyed, it's time to enquire who are here- 
ticks in their account.---I have enquired---- 
and find, that all they who neglect the 
authority of the church, meaning their own 
church for ever; + all who obſtinately de- 
fend 


* Concil. 1 c. 3. De privilegiis conceſſis catho- 
licis qui hæreticorum exterminio inſiſtunt. 


N. B. This Lateran council wwas fully eftabliſhed by that of 
Trent, and the decrees * it are now in full force at 
Rome. 

Dr. BrovcurTon, in his Great Apoſtaey, 
publiſhed in the year 1717. 


— 7 Catechiſ. ad Parochos ex Decret. Concil. Trident. & 
Pii V. Pont. Max. Lagd. 1676. 
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fend wic led opinions; * of which they will 
be the only judges; all who refuſe to clear 


themſelves, upon oath, in anſwer to all 
queſtions; all who think otherwife of the 


_ facrament of the body and blood of Chriſt; 


or of any other facrament, or of any other 
article of faith, than their church thinks; 
all who believe not as the church of Rome 


believes; whoſoever ſhall not obey the 


Pope's ftatutes, is an heretick ; every one 


who denies the authority of a general coun- 


cil to be derived from Chriſt, and that all 
are to obey it; every one that thinks a ge- 


neral council can err in matters that belong 


to faith and good manners, is to be ac- 
counted an heretick. + And, finally, to 
make ſure work of it, all thoſe are here- 
ticks who are not of their communion : 80 
that it is in effect to ſay---that all the world 
muſt be deſtroyed but themſelves, to make 
way for them to poſſeſs the earth alone 
and truly they went a great way to make 
this remark literally true with regard to the 
new world, when firſt found out; for, ac- 
cording to the account of one of their own 
biſhops, in the ſpace of forty years they de- 
ſtroyed fifty millions of people. Agreeable 
to Dr. Celles notion of Popery, as a poli- 
ä tical 


| ® Concil. Conſt. Sell. 45. 
Toe. 8. p. 266. 

| Biſhop of Chiapa's account of the cruelty of the Spani- 
erdi in America. . . | | 
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tical combination, managed by falſtood and 
cruelty, to eftabliſh a temporal empire in the 
perſon of the Popes : * and I add---under 
the pretence of another world, to ingroſs 
this world to themſelves. I proceed to 
ſhew, 

. 2, That as perſecution of thoſe who 
differ from them, is their principle, ſo it 
has ever been their practice, whenever it 
has been in their power. The thunder of 
theſe decrees were uſually attended with 
ſhowers of blood. You can hardly view a 
{pot of ground in the map of Europe, that 
has not been ſtained with blood of their 
ſhedding : you can hardly open an hiſtory 
of any age fince the man of fin ſet up him- 
felf above all that 1s called God, without 
meeting with fome bloody tragedy acted 
upon theſe principles. 

That barbarous decree of the council of 
Lateran, under Pope Innocent III, inſerted 
by Gregory IX. into the decretals, which is 
the law of their church, and part of which 
paſſes with them for divine law--- that bar- 
barous decree, I fay, was put in execution 
in the days of that very Pope; for he em- 
ployed armies againſt the Albigenſes (the 
predeceſſors of the Proteſtants in France) 
who deſtroyed above 200, ooo in the ſpace 


of 


* Burnet's Hiſt. Ref. Vol. 3. p. 176. 


. 
* 


. 18 

of ſome months.“ Pope Julius II. is ſaid 
to have occaſioned the ſlaughter of 200,000 
Chriſtians in the ſpace of ſeven years. + 
Perionius avers (as quoted by Dr. Moor) 


that in France alone, in that great perſecu- 
tion againſt the Albigen zſes and Waldenſes, 
there were murdered no leſs than 1, oo0, ooo. 


From the beginning of the order of the 
Jeſuits, to the year 1580, Baldwinus re- 
ports, there were about goo,000 of the 


orthodox Chriſtians murdered; that is, with- 


in the ſpace of thirty or forty years. And 
the holy inquiſition, as Vergerius witneſſeth, 


(one well acquainted therewith) in leſs 
than thirty years ſpace, conſumed 1 50,000 
with all manner of cruelty |} Inſomuch 


that two very learned and judicious per- 
ſons, Mr. Fo/eph Mede, and Dr. Geddes, 


ſpeaking of the Popiſh perſecutions, the 


former gives it as his opinion, that the de- 


ſtruction made upon the church by the 


Papiſts was equal to that of the firſt ten 


Pagan perſecutions. Dr. Geddes goes fur- 
ther, and aſſerts, that infinitely more Cbri- 
tian blood has been ſhed by the papal em- 
pire, and its agents, for not complying with 

the 


* Clarkſon in his Practical Divinity of Papiſts deſtructive 


of Chriſtianity, p. 206. 
Vid. Jo. Paul. 
Perin. de Albig. | 
+ Dr. Moor's Divine Dialogues. 
+ Dr. Moor ubi ſupra. 


Vid. Limborch's hiſtory of the inquiſition tranſlated into 


Eng/, % by the Rev. Mr. 8. Chandler. 
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the idolatry of its worſhip, than ever was 
ſhed by Rome Heathen.* In the ſhort reign 
of . — Mary, Biſhop Burnet ſays, there 
were two hundred and eighty-four burnt, 

tho he adds, that Grindal, that lived in that 
time, writes, that in two years eight hundred 
were burnt, many more impriſoned, 60 died 
in priſon; and others after much cruel 
uſage, Bonner himſelf often diſciplining 
them with whips and tortures, were pre- 
vailed on to abjure ; but carried in their 
mind a deep averſion to that cruelty, which 
had tempted them to ſuch apoſtaſy.F In 
the maſſacre of Paris, which begun a ge- 
neral ſlaughter of the Proteſtants over the 
kingdom, the number taken off is compu- 
ted at 100,000. 4 The horrors of that 
night are not to be conceived, much leſs 
expreſſed. The fatal ſignal being given 
by the tolling of the bell of St. Germans, 
- - - it was followed with a general riſing 
of the whole city of Paris. The march 
of ſoldiers, the noiſe of their 'arms, and 
the lighting of ſo many torches, awaken'd 

the poor Proteſtants, who now ſaw their 
ruin near and inevitable. - I draw the 


CC: curtain 
E Dr. Geddes's Tracts, Vol. 3. Eſſ. 6. 
+ Burnet's Abridgment, P. 328. 
t Moor's Dial. ; 
Vid. Biſhop Burnet's TraQs.--A relation of the barbarous 
and bloody maſſacre of about an hundred thouſand Pro- 
teſtants begun at Paris and carried on over all Fance by 
the Papiſts in the year 1572, collected out of Mexeray, 
Thuanus, aad other approved authors. 1 


FS, 
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curtain over the reſt, - - - - Proteſtants can- 


not well bear to hear what Papiſts take plea- 


ſure in acting. For which reaſon alſo 1 
ſhall only mention the gunpowder treaſon 
with a ſhort remark. - - It was formed up- 
on theſe principles of their religion. that 

you have heard. For if the decrees. of 


councils for deſtroying. hereticks be the di- 


Cates of the Holy Ghoſt; if the largeft 


degrees of heavenly happineſs come to the 


ſhare of thoſe Who do execute thoſe decrees; 


if killing men thus be ſerving God, the 
more of that work is done * + blow, the 


more to the purpoſe of the Holy Ghoſt, ; 


and of his councils. and canons. Upon 
theſe principles I cannot ſee, but that if it 
were lawful to burn: them one by. one, it 


was as lawful to blow them up all together. 
- - - And if it had ſucceeded, I doubt not 
but there would have been a thankſgi giving 
for it at Rome, as there was for the maſſa- 


cre of Paris, and two or three ſolemn days 
for that purpoſe, accompanied with a jubi- 


lee to all Chriſtendom for which one of the 


reaſons given was - - that they ſhould thank 
Ged for the flaughter of 1 enemies of the 
Church _ exec routed i in France. * 


The 


* Burnet's account, from whence I will add the 
following paſlage. On the 28th of Auguſt a jubilee 
Was granted to all who had been in this butchery; 
and they were commanded to go every where to 


e and. bleſs God for the ſucceſs of that aCtion. 
8 
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. The Triſh maſſacre was a bloody frerified: 
offered up from the ſame religion, wherein 
abeut 200,000: Proteftants were cut off. 
Some of their prieſts expreſſing a little re- 
morſe for what they had a hand in, could 
not obtain abſolution without recanting it, 
and went in the hazard of their lives. + 

It will be faid theſe are old tories, --=- 1 

_ anſwer - - - Care has been taken to fapply 

us with new ones; and to renew our akarins: 

by later inſtances.” | y 
The perſecution in France under Lewis 

the XIV th, who in his minority was ſaved 

by his Proteſtant ſubjects, is deſcribed by 


al nme | in a manner that would 


give 
Sp little dt had they after all theſe black crimes; 
that they imagined that they had done God good ſer- 
vice: and to that height did their impudence riſe, 
that they preſumed to addreſs to that merciful being, 
who. abhors cruel and, blood-thirſty men, and that 
with hands not only dehled with blood, but boaſting. 
of it, as a ſacrifice offered to God; which, had been 
a fitter oblation to him that was a liar and a murderer” 
from the beginning, than the God of truth and fa- 
ther of mercies. 
The Pope ſent Cardinal Lin his legat to France 
to thank the king for ſo great ſervice done to the 
church, and to- deſire him to go on, and extirpate 
hereſy root and branch, that it might never grow 
again.--And as the legat paſſed through in his journey 
to Paris, he gave a plenary abſolution to all that had- 
been actors in the maſſacre, 

* + Sir F. Temple's hiſt, of the Iriſh rebellion . and 
madcre. 7 

[| Biſhop Burnei's ermon for tlie exiles of the prin- 
cipality of Orange, 1704, 


give us too much pain to repreſent. The 
principality of Orange afterwards felt the 
meaning of theſe perſecuting principles, 
when a body of dragoons were let looſe up- 
on poor innocent creatures, guilty only of 
having the prince of Orange or their ſove- 
reign, and Proteſtantiſm for their religion. 
They were required to abjure, or leave their 
country and all they had behind them. For 
tho it was given out that they ſhould have 
three months to ſell their effects, this was 
made ineffectual by ſecret intimations, that 
thoſe who ſhould buy them would be look'd 
upon as favourers of hereſy ; and it was in- 
fuſed into the people by the clergy, that it 
was a mortal fin to furniſh them with any 
encouragement to go where they would 
live and die in hereſy. 

The cruelties of Thorn are of later date. 
The Jeſuits contrivance to have them acted 
under the colour of puniſhing riot, was one 
part of the wickedneſs. * The aim was at 
the churches and ſchools, which they have. 
now got the er, of. The cardinal 
primate of Poland ſays, the ſacred execution 
at Thorn, > again the profaners of holy things, 
ought never to be forgotten. T He ſeems to 
look back upon the beheading, and chop- 
pings, and mangungs and dreadful whip- 


pings, 
IT "BEA V. "5 
+ Primate's letter to che Palatinates of Poland. Political 
ſtate, Aug. 1733. | 
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pings, with pleaſure. - - - So the wolf licks ; 


is jaws after a bloody meal. 

The poor Saltzburghers are before our 
eyes. - - More of ſuch ſacred doings. = - - 
Stript of all they had in the world, and 
driven from their habitations by a bigotted 
prieſt and prince, who as a biſhop had 
ſworn it, and as a Popiſh prince was obli- 
ged to it. - - They were firſt threatned 


with beheading, drowning, and ſending to 
the galleys. Their leaders were ſeized, and 


thrown into deep dungeons, and loaded 
with fetters; whilſt others were ſent awa 

in ſo ſecret a manner, that their neareſt re- 
lations have not fince been able to hear any 
thing of them. When theſe methods pro- 
ved ineffectual, they were ſuddenly ordered 
to leave their country, in the depth of win- 
ter. This order was executed with the ut- 
| moſt rigor, Some were taken in the field, 

others dragg'd out of their beds, hardly being 
ſuffered to put on their cloaths, and the peo- 
plein general obliged todepart without being 


permitted to ſell any of their effects, or take 


any thing neceſſary along with them. Huſ- 


bands were torn away from their wives, and 


ſent a wandring like vagabonds, deprived of 
all they had in the world. * Their caſe 
appear'd 

A ſerious call to the city of London, printed in 1732. 


which contains many 2 printed from the account in 
high Dutch. 


Daily Trina, Mund. Feb. 11. 1732. 
Friday, Feb. 21, ditto. 
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- appear'd ſo deplorable, that the emperor of 

ermany, tho' a Popith prince, graciouſly 
interpoſed in their favour, tho to kitle 
purpoſe for the poor ſufferers ; and perhaps 
he may incur the ſuſpicion of being a a- 
wourer of hereticks for it, However, it 
ſhows that in the ſufferings of theſe poor 
| people there was no pretence for a charge of 
any criminal practices af a civil nature, but 
that it was all purely for conſcience, * How 
lang, Lord, holy and true: | 
It is time I ſhould come to the third head 
of charge. 
3. The ſpirit of Popery i 1s a cruel ſpl. : 
tit. Cruelty is the genius of that religion. 
The religion itſelf teaches it, breathes it, 
every where, and inſpires it into its votaries, 
It is calculated to ſuppreſs the tendereſt 
emotions of humanity. It it does not ef- 
fectually do it in every breaſt, no thanks to 
the religion. That teaches the husband to 
betray 


* The firſt company of theſe fugitives were to the 
number of eight hundred, who ſpent five whole weeks 
in their journey before they met with any conſider- 
able relief; a fortnight of which they ſpent in wan- 
dering over mountainous places, not knowing whither 
they went; and when they arrived at the diſtrict of 
Raſtadt, they were almoſt famiſhed, having been in 
want of bread for three days together. en number 
of thoſe who have already left their coun 2 
thoſe whom they expect will ſpeedily fl ow, 
mounts. to upwards of fifteen thouſand perſons, all — 
| faking their houſes, lands, and neareſt relations, that 
3 may — a better reſurrection, | Id. ib. 
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betray the wiſe, the wife the husband, the 
daughter the mother, and the mother the 


daughter. * What could ever produce ſuch 


a maxim, that it is no more fin to kill an 


heretick than a dog, but that ſpirit of eru- 
elty that has interwoven itſelf with their re- 
ligion? Is it becauſe they are conſcious to 


themſelves, that ſuch abſurd doctrines; and 


ſuch fantaſtick worſhip, are no other wa 

to be ſupported but by theſe terrors? Or 
elſe, why ſuch ſevere puniſhments for dif- 
ference of opinion ? Why muſt mens minds 
be ſearched into, to find out Parken ſenti= 
ments by oaths ex icio, by articles contri= 
ved on purpoſe with a barbed hoof for the 


conſcience ? Why confiſcation of eſtate, ba- 


niſhment,; priſon, torture, for being miſta- 
ken, if it be a miſtake, but from cruelty ? 
Are theſe things the meaning of that text, 
2 Tim. ii. 25, In meekneſs inſtructing thoſe 


who oppoſe themſelves? Why death, which 


cuts off all opportunity of knowing better, 
or of repentance? Or if it muſt be death, 


why ſo bitter a death as burning, the mo 


tormenting of all deaths? Or if burning, 
why not the moſt ſpeedy way of it? Why 


mult a 580 creature be roaſted alive at a di- 


Db ſtant 


© EC larkſo 8 practical divinity of Papifts, ub1 ſupra; 
p. 328. : 

1A ſaying frequently in the mouth of the Trifo 
murderers. Vid. Clarkſon's practical divinity of the 
** p. 329. ä 


by. 


ſtant "ME ?* Or if that muſt be, to com- 5 


ply with wicked canons of the church 
why fo much plegſure and joy in the ſpecta- 
tors, at the torture of a poor ſoul, who un- 
dergoes i it all, rather than do what he thinks 
would diſpleaſe God, when the fame peo- 

ple ſhall relent with pity at the ſight of the 


execution of a robber or a murderer? + 


Why 


* Dr. Geddes s account of the executions of the in- 


quliſition. 

+ During Dr. Geddes's reſidence at Lisbon he was 
preſent at a jayl- delivery of the priſoners of the inqui- 
ſition, where he ſaw with horror and deteſtation men 
cruelly burnt, or rather roaſted alive, becauſe they 
would not abjure that which they in their con- 
ſcience believed to be truth, one of them continued 
alive in the flames about two hours after he gave over 


ſpeaking, as he could perceive by the motion and lift- 


ing up of his hands. As long as they were able to 
ſpeak, they inceſſantly cried out, Mercy, mercy, for 
the love of God ; but no mercy was to be obtained 
from their mercileſs perſecutors, who ſport them- 
ſel ves with burning off their lips and noſes with lighted 
. torches before the fire is kindled, and behold their 
ſevereſt agonies in the midſt of the flames with in- 


expreſſible delight: to ſuch degrees of helliſh cruelty 
can this antichriſtian religion excite men ! The ſame 
people are otherwiſe good-natured enough, and can- 
not but look upon the ſufferings of common male- 


factors with great pity and compaſſion ; but in the 
eaſe of thoſe they call hereticks, they ſeem to be 

_ devoid of ail humanity, and are poſſeſſed with ſuch 

an infernal fury as to aſſiſt at the executions of the 
inguiſition with the utmoſt height of ſatisfaction in 
their countenances, exulting and triumphing as can- 
not be imagined by thoſe who have not ſeen them. 


Dr. 
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Why the addition of ſo cruel a mockery, as 
praying the magiſtrate for the love of God, 
and in regard to piety and mercy, and of 
their mediation, to free this miſerable perſon 
from all danger of death, or mutilation of 

members? When after all this grimace they 
know the magiſtrate muſt burn him. * 
What can be the true anſwer to all _ 
queſtions, but - - - CRUELTY? Or if all 
this might ſome way or other be excuſed, 
why mutt the ſpectators be forbid ſo much 
as to pity a poor ſufferer for conſcience? as 
they were in Queen Mary's days. And 

„ „ in 
Dr. Geddes's tracts againſt Popery, or his remains, 
T he publiſher to the reader, p. 17. | | 

Dr. Geddes, in his View of the court of inguiſition 
in Portugal, with a liſt of the priſoners that came 
forth in an att of the faith celebrated at Lisbon in the 
year 1682, gives an account of ſome young women 
that were in that priſon ; and farther ſays, Let theſe 
young-married women be kept never ſo long in the priſon 
of the inquiſition, their husbands, thi never ſo fond of 
them, dare not for their lives expreſs the leaſt uneaſineſs 
at it; nor dare a parent for a child, nor a child for 
a parent. 1 . 

* Pontificale Rom. p. 456. 1611, _ 

+ Burnet's Ref. hiſt. Vol. 3. introd. One letter 
of a more ſingular ſtrain was wrote to the Lord- mayor 
and the Sheriffs of London, to give ſubſtantial orders, 
(I give the words of the council-book) that when any 
obſtinate man, condemned by order of the law, ſhall 


be delivered to be puniſhed for hereſy, there be a 
good number of officers, and other men appointed 


to be at the execution, who may be charged to ſee 


ſuch as ſhall miſuſe themſelves, by COMFORTING, 


AIDING; or PRAISING the offender, to be appre-» 
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1 
in the perfecution of Bohemia, it was pu- 
niſhable by whips and pillory to give a little 
refreſhment to a godly ſufferer, ſo much as 
a bit of bread. * 

Why are people forbid ſo much a as to pray 
for the martyr in flames? Thus when car- 
dinal Beton in Scotland, a wicked perſecu- 
ting prieſt, had got into his hands one of 
the moſt excellent men in the kingdom, the 
godly reformer Mr. Wiſhart, he was burnt. 
alive before his palace window at St. An- 
drews, Upon the day of his execution, 
the cardinal cauſed it to be proclaimed thro 
the city --- that no one ſhould pray for him 
under the ſevereſt eccleſiaſtical cenſures.F* Is 
that Spirit which commands us to pray for 
them that perſecute us, the fame with that 
which forbids praying for the perſecuted ? | 
Why do thcy ſhaw an inclination to do all 
they can towards damming the foul, as well 
as burning the body ? Thus when Fobn 
Huſs was condemned to be burnt by the 
council of Conſtance, in violation of the 
emperor's faith given him for his ſafe re- 
turn, ſeven. biſhops degraded him : and 
then a paper mitre was put upon his head in. 
form of a pyramid, and the height of a 

cubit, on which they had painted three de- 
| vils 


* Jurieu, Prejugez 4 contre Papiſme, partie ſeconde, 
ch. 20, 27. 

f Keith's account of Scoteh affairs, as to the car- 
dinal's forbidding to pray for him, 


wils of an horrible ſhape, with this inſcrip- 
tion, Herefiarcha. And in this condition 
the prelates delivered his body to be burnt, 
adding theſe wards, and we devote thy. foul 
to the devils in hell, * Whereas, when our 
judges pronounce ſentence upon the worſt 
malefactors, they don't make ſport with 
their miſeries, nor give them to the devil, 
but pray, - - the Lord have mercy upon thy 
foul.- What anſwer can be given to theſe 
queſtions? Or what account of theſe pra- 
ctices, but - - - Cruelty ? St. * in the 
Revelation has finely repreſented this cruelty 
of ſpirit of their church by the image of a 
woman drunk with blood, chap. xvii. 6. 
And 1 jaw the woman, the great whore that 
btteth upon many waters, ver. 1. (i. e.) that 
rules and domineers over much people, has 
2 juriſdiction which ſpreads far and wide, 
— from thence pretends to be the catho- 
lic church. J Jaw the woman, drunken with 
the blood of the ſaints and martyrs of Feſus; 
and when I jaw her, I wondered wit 1 
admiration, (i. e.) Wonderful cruelty ! To 
be drunk, ſuppoſes the draughts to have 
been frequent, large, and pleaſant; no bo- 
dy chuſes to be drunk with what is unplea- 
ſant to the palate. So that to be drunk with 
blood, ſuppoſes the draughts of blood to be 
frequent, 


* L' Enfant's hiſt. of the council of Conſtance, 
Vol. T. p. 426. Animam tuam devovemus diabolis 
infernis. 


„  _ 
freq Wee large, and pleaſant. And what 
a palate muſt that be to which blood is plea- 
fant, but cruelty itſelf? And as people 
when they are drunk talk nonſenſe, and do 
extravagant things ; ſo this woman, having 


by cruelty and blood intoxicated herſelf with 
the grandeur thereby attained, ſhe ſays, and 


inſiſts upon it, that number one is number a 
thouſand, the ſame number one; that an 
inch is as long as five or fix foot; that the 
never did, nor can, tell a lye in her life, nor 
do any thing amiſs ; ; and ſhe raves at every 
one that don't believe all this, and vows to 
be the death of them when ſhe gets them 
in her power. To proceed: 

F. 4. As it does not appear that Popery i is 


' mended in theſe reſpects, ſo it is not eaſy to 


conceive how it ever ſhould. 


Can theſe principles be diſowned, which 


are the dictates of the Holy Ghoſt? Thoſe 
decrees and canons that were framed by in- 
fallible councils, without giving up the do- 


Ctrine of their infallibility ? Is there any 


room for amendment without owning a mi- 
ſtake ? 

Popery is ſill animated by the fame ſpi- 
rit of cruelty and fraud as ever ; and not- 
withſtanding the politeneſs that reigns in 
the manners of the age, theſe principles 
would be received, and urged upon the con- 
ſciences of their votaries; and would be 


practiſed upon the merciful even of that 
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communion themſelves, if they ä de- 
cline to come into their cruel meaſures. 

Good- nature, relation, friendſhip, promi- 
ſes, muſt all give way to the utility of the 
church, and doing God ſervice. * | 

The treatment of our Proteſtant brethren 
abroad, the cruelties of the inquiſition, do 
in the moſt unanſwerable manner aſſure us, 
that Popery is the ſame bloody and deceit- 
ful thing as ever it was. Let ſome Papiſts 
be as well bred, and good-natured, and 
complaifant as you pleaſe; and accompany 
their winning behaviour with many a do- 
native among the poor, which at once pro- 
cures the applauſe of the multitude, and 
paves the way for now and then a proſelyte 
I ſay — whatever good qualities parti- 
cular Papiſts may ſhew, their brethren 
abroad, as often as they are able, prove to 
us, that Popery itſelf is ſtill the ſame 
bloody and deceitful thing that ever it was; 
and ſome of their brethren at home too 
have ſo little command of themſelves, as 
to inſult Proteſtants in their own country, 
and under the protection of our laws, and 
in the very defiance to that connivance 
which they enjoy the benefit of. 

Thus have I gone thro' what I ern 
vz. to make good the charge of perſecu- 
ting principles, practices and ſpirit, on the 
church of Rome. I aim not at raiſing an 

indignation 

* Decret, lib, 2. tit, 27, c. 27. Quia non. 


1829 + 
indignation againſt perſons, but againſt 
principles. I would be as tender of the per- 
ſons of thoſe who are unhappily deceived 
into ſuch notions, as Chriſtianity. N 4 
me, and ſelf-defence will allow. I pray 
for their converſion, relieve the 5 of 
them, and pity the diſtreſſed, and am deep- 
ly concerned for the great hazard of their 
in Popery, which is ſo adapted to 
ſpoil Chriſtianity, as poiſon mixed with à 
cordial of the higheſt name. For I cannot 
but be of the mind, that Popery as ſuch is 
not Chriſtianity. No, Antichriſt is not 
Chriſt ; idolatry and ſuperſtition 3 is not go- 
ſpel worſhip; the mafs is not the Lord's 
ſupper; perſecution with fire and ſword is 


not among the means of grace; killing men 


is not ſerving of Gd; prayers in an un- 
known tongue are not a reaſonable ſervice; 
cruelty 1s not goſpel charity ; without which, 
tho' I had all knowledge, and did all mira- 
cles, yet I were nothing. Nothing is not 
every thing, or the only thing. They fay 


they have the eſſentials of Chriſtianity. 1 
anſwer, ſo have we, and need not go to 


them for any thing, nor borrow any thing 


from them. So has a man that has. the 


plague, all the eſſentials of a man, but then 
he has the plague beſides, and we avoid 
him. So the voice from Heaven ſays, Come 
out from among them my people, Rev. xviii. 4. 
for though a man may recover and live 


that 


4 aa as Aa\\7o = 


* 


r 


that has the N the infectzon i is mortal 
in its nature. 


To clofe now with a few remarks. 

I. See what we were delivered from at the 
glorious revolution, and renew your thank- 
fulneſs to God for it. Our religion in their 
ſtile, you know, is the peſtilent Northern 
hereſy ; and their religion, we have ſeen, 


obliges them to extirpate the fame to the 
utmoſt of their power. That therefore a 


prince, ſo well inſtructed in this religion, 
and fo zealous for it, as James the IId was, 


| ſhowld think himſelf obliged to uſe the 


power God had given for that purpoſe, was 
no more than ſhewing himſelf a good Ca- 


tholick; and fo much the better Catholick, 


by how much the worſe prince to a Pro- 
teſtant nation. The ſteps taken were ve- 


ry natural; but we remember with plea- 


fure they were ſo haſty, as to render the 
defign abortive. Theit haſtineſs for our 
ruin, proved our falvation ; as it even for- 
ced ſome to open their eyes, who were wil- 


ling enough to ſleep on, becauſe it was in a 
whole skin. But when they faw the Eng- 


liſh monarchy turned into an arbitrary ty- 
ranny, and a diſpenſing power; charters 
taken away, and all back'd with an army 
of 40,000 men; not by conſent of parlia- 
ment, which makes our forces the people's. 

1 army, 
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army, the nation's guard ; but without par- 


| liament, and againſt parliament ; officer d 


with French and IJriſh Papiſts; to make 
room for whom, the Proteſtan " officers _ 
by various pretences turned out: they 


came ſenſible of the reaſonableneſs of = 


defence againſt /awle/s power ; and in order 


to get rid of this exotic government and re- 
ligion together, the nation, after many cries 


to heaven, caſt their eyes over to the prince 
and princeſs of Orange---and juſt as the 
knife was at our throat---away the hero 
came, with the PROTESTANT RELIGION 
AND THE LIBERTIES: OF ENGLAND, in 
his ſtandard, in his heart, and in his righ- 


teous cauſe. - - His memory will be glo- 


rious as long as there is any ſenſe of li- 
berty, regard to religion, or love of our 
country remaining ; as long as we, or our 


poſterity, enjoy the happineſs of our Pro- 
teſtant ſucceſſion, which was one of the 
bleſſings wrapt up in that great deliver- 


ance. 


2. See what you muſt expeki upon the 


return of Popery in power, - - - What can 
be expected from theſe principles and this 


ſpirit 2. Read the book of Martyrs ; the hi- 
ſtory of the French and Bohemian perſecu- 


tions, and expect the dregs of that bitter 


cup that has gone round to ſo many 


churches 


11 ” 
churches in Europe. Read the hiſtory of 
the inquiſition, and expect all that may be 
expected from the ſpirit of revenge: Re- 
venge for injury received, added to the in- 
ſtigation of a religion, not only cruel in 
its nature, but making a merit of being 
fo. - - = - 

The apprehenſion | is dreadful ! and the 
ſuppoſition is a reproach to the common 
ſenſe of our nation. But the annals of 
England ſhew us, that our valour has been 
often more conſpicuous than our under- 
ſtandings, and that the follies of one age 
have made hazardous work for the courage 


of another, So that dangers and deliver- 
; ances, fooliſh diviſions, leading into ſtraits, 
; and bold ſtrokes of courage in getting out 
of them, have made up the chequer-work 
4 of our hiſtory. I wiſh it may appear, that 
e either our dangers or deliverances have made 
2 this age wiſer. - - - If we are fo - - then 
I add in the third wy, - 

e 4 We ſhall do all we can, conſiſtently 
N with our own principles, to prevent the 
18 growth of Popery in theſe kingdoms, and 
the return of that bloody religion. 

* They want numbers; the increaſing 
er their numbers is what they are intent up- 
17 on, and muſt be owned to be to their 


es purpoſe, Scripture knows them not. An- 
E 2 tiquity 
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tiquity is ignorant of them. It's fooliſh in 
them to think of doing much -by argu- 


ment. Writing is only an amuſe 


5 


while they are buſy another way. To pre- 


vent their growing in numbers is what 


every one ſhould aſſiſt in, who has any 


eſtate to loſe; any conſcience to be 4 
ſtreſſed; any poſterity to be tender of; 
any love to his Proteſtant king and coun- 
try. - - What can be done? - We muſt 
not perſecute to prevent perſecution. » - - = 


But it is anſwered - - - Self defence 1s no 


perſecution. It is replied --- The methods 


of our ſelf-defence muſt be agreeable to 


the liberty of our conſtitution, and the rules 
of our bleſſed religion.---They know this, 
they make their advantage of it toward 
the ruin of that very conſtitution they en- 
joy the benefit of, and under the gentle 
{ſpirit of that blefied religion they ſeek to 
deſtroy.----For which reaſon, it is with an 
Il grace that they plead the benefit of ei- 
ther of them in their favour, who are con- 
tinually labouring to deftroy A 

Thoſe who avow the extirpation of all 
who differ from them, like 7>mael, therr 
hand is againſt every man, if every man's 
hand ſhould be againſt them, have they rea- 


fon to complain ? Men who are ſworn to 


a foreign juriſdiction, as their prieſts are; 


men whoſe principles and practices will | 
Y | not 


371 
not permit us to imagine, they can give a 
legal ſecurity to the government, either as 


it is Proteſtant, or as * is ſettled u pon the 


revolution foot: men who if they do ſwear 
to the government, are furniſhed with fo 
many evaſions, equivocations, mental reſer- 
vations, diſpenſations before-hand, or abſo- 
lations after ward ; that there is hardly any 
hold of them; nor any dependance on 
their renouncing the extirminating do- 


cCtrines. - - As ſoon as our connivance had 


increaſed their numbers ſufficiently, could 

we expect they would tolerate thoſe who 
now tolerate them, any more than in ages 
paſt? . Liberty of conſcience, (as one ſays,) 
is ridiculous in the mouth of a Papiſt, and 
not only ridiculous but per fidious, and infin- 
cere, qualities inſeparable from their nature, 


for fo many ages paſt. Since it is certain, 


they would not forbear three years, bringing 
thoſe to the flake, who would not go to Mas, 
had they once more the power in their oton 
bands.* And yet I ſay it again, we muſt 
not perſecute; but whatever can be done, 
without that, ought to be done, for ſelf- 


defence, to prevent their increaſe, to re- 


ſtrain their power, and to cut aff oppor» 
tunity of their doing vs müfthief be = - We 
leave that to the wiſdom of the nation. | 


In 


# Bayle's comment. Vol. 1. p. 6. 


t 


In the laſt place: | 

4. The guilt of fo much blood and lie: 
is an heavy had upon that church, that 
will. ſurely bring her down, and fink her 
as a militone into the ſea ; when God 
maketh inquifition for blood, in her will 
be found the blood of the ſaints, and of all 
that were lain upon the earth, Rev. xviii. 
24. It will be found belonging to her ac- 
count, ſome way or other; as owing to 
her principles, or ſhed by her inſtigation or 
with her approbation. The voice of thy bro 
| ther's blood crieth to me from the ground, 
ſaid God to the firſt perſecutor ; the voice 
of all this blood of our brethren has been 
erying from the ground a long time; in 
conjunction with the cry of the-/ouls under 
the altar. --- How long, ob Lord, holy and 
true, e er thou avenge our blood? 2 together 
with the cry of the prayers of his people, 
who frequently ſay Let Babylon come in 
remembrance before thee.---Theſe cries are 
heard and will be anſwered. --- He will 
judge the great whore, that: has corrupted 
the earth, and will avenge the blood of his 
ſervants at her hands, Rev. xix. The kings 

_ of the earth, who have hitherto been terri- 
fied into a fooliſh ſubjection to the inſo- 
lence and craft of men they ought to have 
controuled; men they have a rightful do- 
minion over; theſe kings of the earth will 
COME 


E 

come to their ſenſes; and Hall hate the 
whore, and ſhall make her deſolate, and 
naked, and eat her fleſh, and burn her with 
fire, for God hath put it into their hearts 
to fulfil his will. And when that bleſſed 
day ſhall come, wherein the angel with a 
mighty voice ſhall proclaim, Babylon the 
great, is fallen, is fallen; — there breaks 
out an univerſab Allelujah, that ſhall fill 
heaven and earth with its harmony. Every 
harp and every tongue employed, and every 
ſoul in rapture with melodious joy. May 
you and I be there, and bear our part. 
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